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often yielded. Nay, the misfortune extends still farther: for I am told, that among those very few, who engaged in the measures, and are able to countenance them in two certain places, the best withhold their eloquence, and only swell the numbers by a silent and sullen concurrence. So that, as Pliny observed in his time, Vota nunc nvm&rantur, non ponderantur (votes now are counted, not weighed).
As this case is really compassionate in itself, and particularly hard upon us anti-ministerial writers, as we are called, who cannot possibly answer what we do not understand; I will offer what expedients occur to me, for our mutual relief.
I should think Mr. Wreatbcock and Mr. Justice, who are both happily returned from transportation, might be of singular use in this distress. The experienced knowledge of the former in the useful parts of the law, and the known skill of the latter in books of all sorts, must qualify them excellently well for political writers; and if they clubbed their talents, they would amply repair the loss of the deceased Francis Walsingham, Esq.; or, at least, they would infinitely exceed any now extant But, if this cannot be brought about, aud the avocations of these two gentlemen will not allow them the leisure to turn authors, the last shift I can think of, and which seems to me the most likely to be put in practice, is for the administration to employ their authors of Acts of Parliament, who answered certain humorous theatrical pieces very effectually last year, with a "Be it enacted,"* and
* In allusion to a thought of Mr Gay, who addressed a poem to his ingenious and worthy friend, Mr. Lowndes," author of that celebrated " treatise in folio, called The Land-Tax Eill." (Note by Dr. Maty )